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Welcome to the West Leederville Community 
Garden! This guide is to help you manage your new 
garden plot and its environment. It includes a brief 
history of the garden, an introduction to the people 
who have shaped and developed it, and lots of 
useful gardening advice.   
 
This pack forms part of the knowledge base that we 
will share over the coming years. You are 
encouraged to share your knowledge with all the 
members and to participate in our meetings and 
social gatherings. 
 
We hope you find this information helpful and that it 
contributes to the success of your garden.  

 

http://wlra.org.au/
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Welcome to Your Community Garden 
 

As a first member and user of this wonderful garden initiative we take this 

opportunity to welcome you and to remind you that we each share an obligation 

and a responsibility to ensure our behaviours do not adversely affect the 

Community in which we live and garden. It is our obligation to ensure that what 

ever we do adds pleasure and not nuisance value to our near neighbours and our 

community generally. 

 

We are here because our neighbours have been very cooperative and the Town of 

Cambridge very supportive in making expertise and funds available for us.  

 

We must take our Responsibilities and Obligations 

seriously or we will risk losing this wonder asset that has been a long time in the 

planning.  

 

Our Responsibility  
 

We will make every effect to ensure your gardening experiences are as rewarding as 

you had hoped by:  

 

¶ Administering our User Charter with honesty, transparency and ethical decision 

making.   

¶ Enforcing required gardening standard and maintenance arrangements 

¶ Ensuring that the neighbours do not suffer a discomfort because of individual or 

collective behaviours, and 

¶ Insisting that the conditions of entry are met and acknowledged by all of our garden 

members. 

             

Your Responsibility       
   
 

As this is a pilot project, your gardening experiences need to be in accord with our 

requirement to use non toxic products, to share your gardening expertise with 

others when requested and to participate in working bees and  days whereever possible.  

In particular our Users Tenancy Agreements requires you to carry through on the following sensitivities: 
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As a community member of this garden my first priority is the safety of the users of the garden, and also 

the well-being of the surrounding community residents and structures as a pre-requisite for leasing my 

allotment.  Further I undertake to maintain my allotment in a neat and tidy manner and will garden on a 

regular basis to suit the needs of my harvest.  I also agree to put aside at least 2 hours a month to work in the 

garden surrounds and community areas. 

   

I also undertake to: 

¶ Be considerate of neighbours at all times 

¶ Not bring pets on site  

¶ Ensure children are under control  

¶ Take all proper safety precautions 

¶ Read and acknowledge conditions of entry 

¶ Be neat and clean at  all times   

¶ Participate with good spirit 

¶ Always clean tools thoroughly after use.   

¶ Use non toxic gardening products and not to introduce plants that would have a noxious or 

problematic effect 

¶ Plants or spray must not spread into the garden space of  others 

¶ Not use power tool or any tools that may disturb the ambience of the garden  

¶ Attend allotment meetings and participate in community markets 

 

Further I understand that the gardens will be overseen by the management 

group and non compliance may result in termination of my tenancy without 

reimbursement of any costs.   I also acknowledge that I garden at my own risk 

and have no claim for misadventure on the management committee 

 

The management group will appoint people to monitor the site for noxious or 

undesirable weeds, vermin and safety, to maintain any shared gardening areas, 

keep structures such as tool sheds and pergolas in good repair and maintain 

the aesthetics and tidiness of the site. 

 

 

 

Welcome to our dream 
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1.  First Steps  
 

 

In 2006, a group of West Leederville residents met to discuss their interest in having some communal garden 

space to foster a sense of community. A place where people could gather to relax, grow fresh produce and 

provide a haven for wildlife.  

 

To gauge enthusiasm, expressions of interest were sought through local contacts, letterbox drops, local 

newspapers, posters on noticeboards and local businesses. From this developed a core of talented people who 

identified some suitable land, drafted a proposal for the area and drew up preliminary plans and designs. They 

began working on costings and finding potential funding sources as well as establishing a good working 

relationship with the Town of Cambridge. 

Potential site  
The area proposed and ultimately accepted, Lot 99 Cambridge Street,  is immediately east of the Council car-

park at the West Leederville Town Hall, extending from Cambridge Street back to the houses on Tower Street. 
 

 
 

The development committee consisted of: 

Å Carolyn Bendall 

Å Peg Davies  

Å Carole Duffill  

Å Deborah Fleischer 

Å Mirek Generowicz 

Å Marcia Hewitt  

Å Peter Hewitt  

Å Fiona Hogg  

Å Jenni Ibrahim  

Å Kim Maddren 
Å Eric Nelsen  
Å Anne Pettit  
Å Tim Silbert 
Å Joanne Simpson  
Å Sue Taylor  
Å Mathew Young  
Å Anne Lake 

 

The stated aims of the development group were to: 

¶ To foster a sense of community by encouraging residents to meet there and get to know each other. 

http://picasaweb.google.com.au/corvus76/20080529_autumn_harvest
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¶ To provide a safe place for families with children to meet and relax. 

¶ To encourage youth, adult and environmental education. 

¶ To provide local artists with a place to show their work. 

¶ To provide people who did not have a garden, with an opportunity to 

participate in gardening activities. 

¶ To encourage a healthier lifestyle by growing fruit and vegetables 

according to organic/permaculture principles.  

¶ To help develop a greener and more attractive environment  

¶ To encourage the use of ecologically sustainable practices 

¶ To foster a sense of Place and History 

 

In essence, a Community Garden of the community, for the community, and by the community.  

 

 
 

At that time it was agreed that the garden area should be divided into two equal portions:  a communal garden 

and individual allotments which followed organic gardening principles. It was also proposed that the front 

area be a demonstration site for such activities as: 

Å Composting 

Å Worm Farms  

Å Greywater re-use 

Å Herb Gardening 

As you can see, some of the original proposals have yet to be realised. 

http://picasaweb.google.com.au/corvus76/20080529_autumn_harvest


West Leederville Community Garden:  Your Garden Participation Pack 

8 | P a g e  V 2 ,  5 / 5 / 2 0 1 0   

 

Communal garden  
This was proposed as open plan, public space with shady areas and facilities 

Å for children to play safely, 

Å for individuals and families to sit and meet 

Å for people to have picnics and barbecues 

 

It was also intended that this area include plaques with information on the 

history of the site, plants and the surrounding suburb as well as a noticeboard 

with information on local events. 

 

Allotments  
Individual allotments of varying sizes would be rented out, normally for a year at a time, with plot holders 

signing tenancy agreements (See Welcome to our Community Garden) setting out rights and responsibilities. 

Local beneficiaries of our community garden  

In the development phase, it was considered that a community garden would 

benefit: 

Å Residents of nearby high rise apartments, flats and subdivided blocks 

who, without gardens, access to open ground or with very limited 

garden space, wanted to participate in gardening activities and grow 

food and flowers  

Å People who felt socially isolated who could take advantage of the 

opportunity to engage in local community activities 

Å Local residents who wanted to get to know more people could use the communal area and its 

facilities  

Å The Bowling Club, through an increase in passing pedestrian traffic which would raise its public 

profile  

Å The Youth Centre which would have another venue to display its artwork as well as an area of interest 

and activity for local youth. 

 

Benefits to the Town of Cambridge  
Developing the Community Garden was seen as a great opportunity to demonstrate the Town of Cambridgeôs 

commitment to community gardens, implementing Council policies through: 

Å Enhancing existing green space  

Å Minimising waste through composting and use of recycled materials 

Å Providing education on waste minimisation and composting 

Å Filling requirements for Agenda 21 

Å Providing a venue for community health programs (and access to fresh, nutritious food) 

Å Offering an inviting space for passive users 

Å Creating a demonstration site for greywater reuse 

 

Success 
On 27th March, 2007, the Town of Cambridge took the brave step of giving approval to a pilot study in 

Community Gardening in West Leederville. The informal group was given permission to prepare the site and 

use it for ten to twelve rented allotments for twelve months, and then to review our progress. 

The Community Garden on Cambridge Street, West Leederville opened in June 2007. 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com.au/corvus76/20080529_autumn_harvest
http://picasaweb.google.com.au/corvus76/20080529_autumn_harvest
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The dream unfoldsȣȢ 
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2. Off and Running 
 

Hereôs what we achieved, from the very first Working Bee to the end of 2009.  

July ï Dec 2007 

Workshops/Meetings/Projects  
July  Initial Garden Meeting after Council approval 

August Busy Bee - Lay sleepers for garden plots 

December  Town of Cambridge Christmas Festival combined with Wembley/West Leederville Residents 

Association at Lake Monger. Community Garden volunteers assisted 

From the Minutes: 

First Working Bee, Saturday 4 August 2007 

Saturday 4th August saw about 60 keen locals gather to build 

allotments, compost bays, and the shed, and others removed the 

weeds from the back fence, the west fence and the east fence!  

Supplies for the barbeque lunch were donated, and free hot 

drinks and nibblies arrived! The sun shone beautifully, and it 

was a great opportunity to meet others from our neighbourhood.  

Discussions about who can claim the annual rental of the initial 

twelve allotments have taken place, and those lucky recipients 

can look forward to hearing from us soon. 
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ProgressȣȢȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://web.me.com/he45188/CommunityGarden/Archives/Pages/Spring.html
http://web.me.com/he45188/CommunityGarden/Archives/Pages/Spring.html
http://web.me.com/he45188/CommunityGarden/Archives/Pages/Spring.html
http://web.me.com/he45188/CommunityGarden/Archives/Pages/Spring.html
http://web.me.com/he45188/CommunityGarden/Archives/Pages/Spring.html
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